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Francis said the studio has left appointments up to each artist’s comfort level. He
said he doesn’t plan to start tattooing until July. He also explained the changes he
is implementing to help keep both himself and his clients safe.

“I will be requiring people to wear masks (and) limiting people in and out of the
door. That way I can have some sort of accountability for who I have here,” he said.
“I always feel like safety comes first. So as much as it is nice to be back to work, I
am making sure that I am doing my due diligence as a fellow member of the city of
Worcester.”

Similarly, Piercing Emporium and Miraculous Creations described how their shops
are changing with their adapted safety plans outside of not allowing walk-in
customers.

Fiske said at Miraculous Creations not much has changed in terms of their safety
procedures, noting that they always sanitized equipment between customers, and
that now it is a little more extreme.

Williams said Piercing Emporium had to raise prices, given the expense of
additional protective gear. He said they always wore face masks and gloves, all
disposable, but now they are required to wear face shields and smocks as well.

“But not much has changed,” Williams added. “We’ve always been trying to stay
ahead of the curve as much as possible and be as top of the game as possible.”

Miraculous Creations is opening this week, Piercing Emporium is open and Ideal
Americana Tattoo Co. is leaving it up to their artists.




image5.png
BUSINESS

Worcester tattoo shops reopen, but
no more walk-ins
Safety first as businesses adapt to pandemic protocols
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Piercing Emporium employee Billy Callahan helps customer Joseph Anders of Dudley on Saturday. Photo/Dylan Azari





image3.png
WORCESTER - As Massachusetts businesses slowly reopen, tattoo parlor owners
say that after months of being closed they will adopt an appointment-only business
model.

Because of safety regulations involving the second phase of reopening, many tattoo
shops have had to make some minor changes to reopen.

Jesse Fiske, the owner of Miraculous Creations, a tattoo shop in Worcester, said
when they open up, customers will need to wait in their cars to maintain social
distancing.

Fiske predicts business will be a lot slower than normal.

“We can’t just fill the place up and get everybody in and out,” Fiske said. “Now we
just have to take one at a time, and then, you know, sterilize and clean everything
in between them. It’s definitely cut business drastically.”
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A common theme among tattoo parlors was a change from walk-in style business
to a strictly appointment-based business model.

Marc Williams, the owner of Piercing Emporium in Worcester, said that the
business has taken walk-ins for piercings and tattoos for for 25 years, but now
those services will be by appointment.

Despite that change, Williams said, business has been “astronomically awesome.”

“We’ve had to cancel a lot of appointments beforehand, and continuously keep
changing, with Gov. Baker changing the date of reopening,” Williams said. “So it’s
been great that everyone that had appointments beforehand for tattooing has been
really nice about understanding that we weren’table to get them in and that we had
to move them numerous times. And now they’re all on the books again.”
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Blake Francis, a body art applicator at Ideal Americana Tattoo Co. in Worcester,
said, “We’ve decided to go with more of a private studio. appointment-only
operation, so we won't allow people walking into the shop.”

He said, “It’s exclusively just for people who have made appointments and who
have spoken directly with the artist.”

“That way we’re limiting foot traffic. We know who’s in the shop at what time and
we can kind of keep count of who’s in and out,” he added. “And we’re also up to
date on all of the CDC regulations. We're taking temperatures and all that stuff, so
it’s very controlled.”




